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  Mary and Lutherans? 
  

Last month I, as Ecumenical Officer for the .Archdiocese of Los Angeles, was asked to lead a retreat for a small 
group of Evangelical Lutheran Pastors. When I shared this news with some of my chancery colleagues, one 
asked dismissively, "what could you have to say to Lutherans?' Interestingly, what they wanted to hear about 
was Mary'. 

In a wonderful book entitled, The Virgin of Guadalupe: Theological Reflections of an Anglo-Lutheran Liturgist, 
the author, Maxwell Johnson quoting Erie Gritsch, writes: 

"... 'To Luther Mary was the prime example of the faithful – a typus ecclesiae embodying unmerited grace. Mary 
is a paradigm for the indefectibility of the church'. Gritsch also notes that Luther dedicated to Mary his I535/45 
hymn To Me She’s Dear, the Worthy Maid, based, significantly, on the "woman clothed with the sun" in Revela-
tions 12. 

Admittedly, the text of this hymn - like Rev. 12 itself— is ambiguous regarding the precise signification of the 
woman, and Luther appears to be referring here more to the persecuted church of both the first and six-
teenth centuries than to Mary directly. But the mere fact that for Luther Mary is herself a typus ecclesiae and 
that he dedicates this hymn to her, in the first place, makes a Mariological-ecclesiological interpretation or con-
nection quite possible. 

Luther's approach to Mary, therefore, especially in his commentary on the Magnificat and in his hymn, should 
be easily applicable to the Virgin of Guadalupe. For clear 'Lutheran' theological reasons, it is perfectly under-
standable why the 1997-98 ECLA liturgical resource, Sundays and Seasons, suggests that for a celebration of 
Guadalupe 'images for preaching or prayer on this day might arise from Rev. 12, Luke 1.39-56, or Luther's, 
Commentary on the Magnificat'. For, together with the corresponding image of the woman clothed with the sun 
in Rev. 12, it is precisely the message of Mary's Magnificat that the Guadalupan narrative still embodies and 
makes concrete in the lives of countless Juan Diegos and Juan Zumarragas. 

Such a biblical approach to Guadalupe might also be reflected from within the Reformed Protestant tradition 
associated originally with the Reformers Ulrich Zwingli and John Calvin. Referring especially to Calvin's approach, 
Reformed theologian Daniel Migliore identifies several characteristics of how 'Mary exemplifies Christian faith 
and discipleship" from within a contemporary Reformed theological perspective. Among these he  includes 
her trustful hearing of the Word of God and ... her free and glad consent to the electing grace of God' and 
"her location at the foot of the cross and. .. Her call to ministry with and for others'. And. although express-
ing caution about reducing Mary to a mere symbol of the human secular and political struggles for liberation, 
he writes that she certainly "exemplifies Christian faith and discipleship in her praise of God's surprising and 
unmerited grace and in her fearless announcement of God's righteous concern for the poor," and that she is a 
'woman of humble and courageous faith from whom we might learn to praise the sovereign grace of God 
[and] to cry out against injustice'. Interestingly enough, he concludes his essay with an explicit reference to an 
image of Mary in a Mexican church: 

 
  

   STATE CHAPLAIN’S 
    MESSAGE 

     The Most Rt. Reverend  
     Alexei Smith 

  ___________________________________________ 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR 
 STATE REGENT 

EMILY GUILHERME 

In a Roman Catholic Church in Cuernavaca, Mexico, renovated after Vatican II, a large crucifix hangs over the 
main altar. On the left wall - toward the front, yet still clearly in the nave - there is a simple, modest, un-
adorned figure of Mary. She does not draw special attention to herself. She stands among the people of 
God, and her eyes are turned to the cross. This is, I would venture to hope, a picture of Mary that Chris-
tians of the Reformation heritage, in solidarity with their Roman Catholic sisters and brothers, might hap-
pily make their own'." 

Clearly, contrary to the misgivings of my chancery colleague, I had much to discuss with the Lutheran 
Pastors. Mary is increasingly becoming connected with ecumenical endeavors. A December 2003 issue of 
Christianity Today - an Evangelical Christian journal featured a painting of Mary on the cover and a lead 
article entitled, "The Blessed Evangelical Mary: why we shouldn't ignore her any longer." And a  
December 2004 issue of The Christian Century - a mainline Protestant journal - featured an icon of Mary on  
the cover and a lead article entitled "What about Mary?" The International Anglican and Roman Catholic  
Joint Commission recently issued a document: Mary: Grace and Hope in Christ And last year at the Vatican  
there was a conference entitled "Mary and Ecumenism." Perhaps Mary is leading all of us divided Christians  
back to her Son. 

 __________________________________________ 
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My dear Catholic Daughters, 
 
I wish to extend my sincere thanks for those officers that are retiring and I hope that you will continue to be active 
in your courts. Again I would like to extend my sincere Congratulations to the newly elected officers may your 
term be filled with new accomplishments and may all of you work together for the good of this great organization. 
May you find and use the wonderful gifts that God has given you. Embrace your term in the good and for the times 
that are a challenge because, it is in these times that we truly see God at work. Accept everyone where they are in 
life and see the face of Christ in each and everyone. That is how we live our motto of Unity and Charity. Again 
thank you for accepting an office, may it be filled with many riches. 
 
Your State Officers and I had the privilege of attending the National Convention in New Mexico and we where so 
blessed to have our State Chaplain Fr Alexei join us for two days of the Convention. He was able to get a better 
understanding of what we are all about. I hope those of you who where delegates took the opportunity to bring 
back some great ideas from the workshops to share with the members of your courts. It was such a great time to 
meet some new members from the different parts of the state and also to have so many new first timers to a con-
vention.  Our State Dinner in Old Town Albuquerque was a great success fun time was had by 48 beautiful ladies 
and our State Chaplain Fr. Alexei. After dinner there was time for some shopping. I want to thank our First Vice 
State Regent Susan Killian for all the arrangements for us. 
 
The State Officers and I would like to thank all of the Officers and members that attended the Officers Workshops 
that were held this summer. It was so inspiring to see so many in attendance.  It was so wonderful to meet so many 
of you for the first time, and to hear you share with others some great new ideas and questions that you had, (sure 
kept us on our toes). Thank you again for taking time off from your busy schedules to take the opportunity to learn 
more about Catholic Daughters and the responsibilities of each office. Please remember if you have any questions 
or need help your District Deputy, State Officers and I are here to be of service to you.    
 
At this time my sister Mary (Golden State Tidings Editor) my brothers and I would like to give our heartfelt thanks 
to all of you for the cards, flowers, and masses sent in memory of our beloved mother Telvira Guilherme. Your 
kind words and expressions of love gave so much to us at this time.  The greatest gift that mom gave to us was her 
strong catholic faith and prayer life. My mom was and continues to be a wonderful model of always walking with 
the Lord and never giving up hope, as she would always tell us you must have faith God knows what he is doing. 
Even in her last days she continued to pray and receive the Holy Eucharist, the greatest gift that Christ gave us. My 
siblings and I thank God for giving her to us, she was such an inspiration in our lives and we miss her every single 
day.  
  
 
 



MESSAGE FROM OUR 
NATIONAL SUPERVISOR 

 
JOANNE TOMASSI 

FIRST VICE NATIONAL REGENT 
 

    
 
 
  
  
 
Dear Catholic Daughters of the State of California, 
 
You are members of one of the most wonderful organizations in the world and I hope you appreciate your membership.  
For the one thousand one hundred plus members who were present at the National Convention in Albuquerque New Mex-
ico there was no doubting this fact.  Being a part of a women’s organization comes with many gifts and some hardships.  
The obvious gifts include the friendships we treasurer, the opportunity to interact with other women of the same beliefs 
and moral standards as ourselves and the many spiritual moments we share.  On the other hand there are the usual chal-
lenges of trying to conduct a meeting with a room full of women who just want to whisper a word or two to their 
neighbor and of holding an event in a facility that is designed for co-ed attendance and has more space in the men’s 
room than in the ladies’ room. 
 
This convention, however, was filled with many gifts and few hardships.  Those in attendance were very courteous to 
each other and to the presiding officer.  Although the lines were sometimes long at the water stations and, coincidently, 
at the ladies room, there was little complaining and lots of camaraderie.  Because of the record attendance the hotel was 
unable to set-up classroom style for the meetings but everyone just accepted this and moved forward.  It was truly an 
amazing event.  When there were discussions on the floor people were patient and waited their turn.  No one was rude or 
obnoxious.  People were careful not to speak out of order and things moved along quickly.  For those of you who at-
tended the convention, THANK YOU for being there and for being model delegates, alternates and members. 
 
Now that Fall is upon us it is time to get things back into full swing in our local courts.  Your State Officers have done 
their jobs by providing mini-workshops and training sessions throughout the state.  Hopefully all of the officers feel that 
they have the knowledge and the tools to do their jobs well.  As you prepare for this coming year and work on your 
budget please keep in mind your State Charities as well as your National Charitable Projects.  One of our newest projects, 
Smile Train, sent a representative to our National Convention.  She had a power point presentation showing the miracu-
lous work their doctors perform on the children of the world.  It was so touching to see the children we have helped.  
Because of the generosity of the local courts we were able to present them with a check for $25,000 which is enough to 
pay for 100 surgical procedures so 100 more children can be given a chance at a normal childhood.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 
Besides our charitable endeavors, it is time to start promoting the scholarship programs as well as the education pro-
gram.  All of these give us the opportunity to reach out into our communities and make a difference and at the same time 
an opportunity to let people know who we are and what we do.  On the National level there are three different types of 
scholarships, the Father Leonard Bachmann Graduate Scholarships for graduate students, the JCDA Scholarships for a 
JCDA entering college and the Youth Scholarships for an 8th grader in Catholic School entering high school.  All of the 
information is available on the CDA web site, www.catholicdaughters.org and will be provided in the next National News 
Letter.  The Education Contest has many levels of entry from grade school to middle school to high school and also an 
adult level in several areas.  This information is also available on the web site and through the newsletter.  
 
Getting involved in your parish and your community is vital to the health of your court.  When we are out there working 
with the people it is our opportunity to “shine” for Catholic Daughters and to recruit new members.  No matter how 
strong your court is or how many members are on the rolls, you must continually bring in new members to keep your 
court young in spirit and alive.  Active members are vital to the life of any court.  Keep active and ask others to join in the 
fun. 
 
I hope many of you took my last message to heart and did some soul searching regarding your membership.  Did you 
decide if you are truly a Catholic Daughter or is it in name only?  I encourage each of you to dig down deep in your 
hearts and decide what you give to CDA (time, talent, treasure)?  AND in return, what you get from CDA?  If you still do 
not know the answer to these very important questions pray about it and ask the Holy Spirit to guide you and help you 
appreciate the gift of your membership. 

May God bless each of you, in Unity and Charity, 
          Joanne Tomassi, National Supervisor 
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SUSAN KILLIAN 

                                               

       FIRST VICE 
 STATE REGENT  

DOROTHY PARRILLO        
SECOND VICE 
STATE  REGENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whenever a group of Catholic Daughters are gathered together you can expect Unity and Charity, plus a whole lot 
of fun.  That’s exactly what was experienced in Albuquerque, New Mexico at the bi-annual National Convention.  
For those that attended you know what I am talking about and for those unable to attend, we wish you could have 
been there. 
 
The weather was very nice, not too hot and not too cold.  When we arrived at the airport in Albuquerque, we began 
to recognize some of our Catholic Daughter sisters because we had seen them at another CDA function, or some 
were wearing purple clothing, and still others just have that CDA look about them.   Ladies arrived at the hotel in 
bus loads, vans, and cars.  The young men working at the hotel were not sure what hit them – lots and lots of 
women!!! 
 
The convention was opened with a living rosary that our very own State Regent, Emily took a part in.  The business 
meetings moved along very smoothly and the reports were interesting.  There were a few by-law changes which 
will be posted on the National website.  I was so touched to see pictures of the children we are helping through 
Smile Train.  There was a Memorial Mass on Thursday and a Patriotic Mass on Friday which were very spiritual and 
well attended.  On Thursday night many of the ladies from California attended a “California State Dinner” night in 
old town Albuquerque.  But Friday night was a sight to see.  New Mexico ladies hosted a Fiesta.  It was a party like 
none I had ever seen before.  The ballroom at the convention was enormous and there was food and dancing a 
plenty.  At one point there were two lines of dancers that weaved in and out of tables all throughout the convention 
center.  After the session on Saturday was the installation of National Officers and Directors.  Again, what a sight to 
see – all the ladies in their different color robes and Knights of Columbus Color Guard joined us.  The evening con-
cluded with the appreciation banquet. 
 
Sunday morning the hotel staff kept very busy with ladies checking out at different times.  It was time to say our 
final goodbyes with hopes we would meet up in two years in New York.  Ladies, all you do in your individual courts 
make a big difference.  Keep up the good work and enjoy the friendships you make as you do God’s work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              
Congratulations and Best Wishes to all you newly elected officers of the Catholic Daughters. 
 
     Pope Benedict declared this year as a Holy Year. It marks the Anniversary of the birth of St. Paul. 
How very lucky for you, the newly elected officers and how very lucky and fortunate for all of us as 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas. It should remind us that we can all use the examples of St. Paul in 
our lives to become better followers of our Lord, Jesus Christ, like St. Paul we must first become com-
mitted to the beliefs of Jesus Christ, those of our church and those of our organization. We must also be 
like St. Paul by not being quick to judge and quick to criticize, but by working together in peace and 
harmony. 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
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Messages From Our 
State Officers 



Summer is coming to a close and we continue to strive to be God’s helping hands.  Many of 
you heeded the call to participate, so...”Congratulations” to all new regents, officers and those 
of you that are returning for a second term.  You give us hope for the future of the CDA be-
cause you said, “YES”.  And a big “THANK YOU” to all outgoing regents and officers for 
your dedicated service to the CDA.   
 
Many of you have reported that you’ve had your planning meeting and have prepared events for 
the next year to raise funds to give to those who are in need.  You are indeed an inspiration! 
 
It was great to see so many new officers and members attending the workshops.  We hope you 
learned from them.  Don’t hesitate to contact your D.D. if you have any questions.   
 
The National convention, held in Albuquerque, N.M. was very informative.  They held semi-
nars for Legislation, Spirituality, Leadership, Development of New Courts, Youth and Project 
Handclasp.  There were over 1,100 people in attendance and many of our California members 
were there.  Hopefully, many of you will be able to attend our State convention next summer         

and the National convention in 2010 that will be held in Buffalo, N.Y.! 
 
We are blessed to be part of an organization that gives us the opportunity to be a good example to others, to be 
all we can be, and to help those who are in need.  Please continue to be good to one another in your actions and 
in your words.  Autumn is coming...enjoy the colors of fall as we continue to work together in Unity and Charity. 
 
Take Care and God Bless You All, 
 
Kathryn  
 
            
 
  
 
                                      
 

 
 
 
 

  Saint Paul was a simple man. He was not a scholar. His goal in life was to become a Missionary 
in Spain, instead he was sent to a prison in Rome. He did not lament his fate. He put this time to 
good use. Again I say we can follow his example. While in prison, he spent his time by writing 
several letters. Therefore, our Bible has the Epistles to Philemon, the Philippians, the Colossians, 
and the Ephesians. He was the one chosen by Christ to go out and preach. He was the one cho-
sen to become the body of Christ. Like St. Paul, you were chosen by Christ to become an officer 
of the Catholic of the Americas.  
 
  This is God’s intended place for you. Like St. Paul, God can use you to make a difference in this 
world. Do so by becoming Imitators of Christ. Work in Unity and Charity. Be Kind and compas-
sionate to one another. Learn to forgive one another just as Christ forgave us. Work towards a 
common goal in Love. Help those less fortunate than we are. Remember God is using and de-
pending upon you to help change this world. Like St. Paul, let us do it in His name and in Love. 
Love never fails 

 
KATHRYN 
SCHAEFER 

 
STATE 

SECRETARY 

 
____________________________________________ 
Page 5 Vol.24, No. 5 Summer/Fall 2008 



  
 
 
 
 
 

 Congratulations to the New Officers for the 2008-20010 term.  
We always need dedicated Ladies, like yourselves to take a 
stand and make a difference in our Courts today.  Our Courts 
are slowly declining, and we need Ladies to be dedicated to our 
Motto “Unity and Charity”.  We work in Unity and we do lots of 
Charitable work.  We all are here to help each other for the 
Love of our organization, The Catholic Daughter of the Ameri-
cas. 
 
Ladies, if you have attended a workshop that was given by a 
State Board member, you were well informed of your duties of 
the office that you were elected to. Please follow all guidelines, 
and instructions of the office that you were elected to hold.  
The workshop was an instructional demonstration of how your 
position will help to maintain your Court’s functional duties.  
The information that you learned, take it back to your Court, 
and make sure that your Court is following the correct guild 
lines.   
 
As your Treasurer, I would like to inform all new Treasurers to 
go over all past books and make sure that all cash books are in 
order. If your books are current and up to date, then when a 
new Treasurer comes in, and continues where the past Treas-
urer left off.  Ladies, always stay on top of your finances, and 
make sure that all dues and bills are paid on time.       
 
This is a poem that I have shared with a lot of friends and now 
I’m sharing it with more friends.  We all work together in Unity 
and Charity for the Love of our Organization, The Catholic 
Daughter of the Americas. 
 
 Come Walk With Me….. 
 Come walk with me along life’s path 
 And I will walk with you. 
 We will share our joys and sorrows 
 The way good friends should do. 
 
 I‘ll take you hand and you’ll take mine 
 When trials are hard to meet. 
 With two to share a heavy load 
 Life’s hills will seem less steep. 
 
 We’ll walk together on life’s path  
 Until the path shall end; 
 There is no gift more precious than  
 A true and lifelong friend. 
This poem talks about a friendship that we all have with each 
other in our Courts.  With out our friendship our Courts will 
truly die. This is what we need to keep our Courts alive, 
“FRIENDSHIP”. 

 
 
 

DAPHNE 
BERNESTINE 

 
STATE 

TREASURER 

________________________________________ 
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As you are reading this issue of the Golden 
State Tidings, summer is fading into fall.  This is 
the time when most Courts get busy with every-
one back from vacations, school back in ses-
sion and new officers ready to take charge of 
their responsibilities.   
 
Right now many of our members are back from 
an incredibly well attended National Convention 
held in Albuquerque, NM this past July.  As any-
one who has been to a convention knows, you 
come back with an incredible amount of great 
ideas and boundless enthusiasm.  Now is the 
time to take advantage of that by-product of our 
recent convention.   
 
One of the recurrent messages of this Conven-
tion was that Membership is everyone’s job and 
should be the number one project of each and 
every court.  Maybe we should take advantage 
of that boundless enthusiasm as we plan our 
Annual Membership drive this fall.  Speak with 
your Pastor and arrange for a weekend on the 
Church calendar when your members can 
speak at all the Masses and give out informa-
tion afterwards.  Don’t forget to get the names 
and addresses of all those interested (and even 
not so interested) ladies so that you can follow 
up with a personal invitation to the next meet-
ing.  Arrange for carpools if they don’t drive and 
always make them feel welcome at your meet-
ing. 
 
Another important Membership objective it re-
taining the members we have.  Keep your mem-
bers informed of what is going on and try and 
get everyone involved in your events.  Espe-
cially reach out to new members and help them 
find a niche in your court.  When our members 
feel welcome and involved in all of our events 
they will happily participate and remain active 
court members. 
 
Finally, keep in mind that you are not alone out 
there.  Take advantage of the resources your 
State officers can provide for you.  Your District 
Deputy is an invaluable source of information if 
you need help planning your Membership 
events.  I am also available to help in any way I 
can.  I can be reached at (714)676-7461 or via 
e-mail at littlelady_39@yahoo.com.   Let’s take 
advantage of all our boundless enthusiasm and 
help grow our membership.   
 

MELODY CIARAVINO 
 

STATE CHAIRMAN 
MEMBERSHIP/EXTENSION 



JUDY KAMPMANN 
STATE CHAIRMAN 

SPIRITUAL ENHANCEMENT 

______________________________________ 
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   SPIRITUAL ATTITUDE CRAYONS  
 

Human change begins and ends with us. The one thing that determines the level of our potential, which pro-
duces the intensity of our activity, is our SPIRITUAL ATTITUDE.   
 
Our SPIRITUAL ATTITUDE determines how much of the future we are allowed to see.  It decides the size of our 
dreams and influences our determination when we are faced with new challenges.  Each of us has the ability to 
put our SPIRITUAL ATTITUDE into SPIRITUAL ACTION.   
 
As I was walking down the aisle at my grocery store I see it is stacked high with notebooks, loose leaf paper, 
and markers.  Another school year is starting.  It’s time for a new box of crayons for the kids.   
 
As a child opening a new box of crayons was a magical moment.  I loved the waxy smell and the intriguing new 
colors of the year.  As I opened the box I see each row aligned in perfect order’ nothing had yet broken or worn 
down.  It is an experience of excitement that comes with a new idea to put on paper to share with others.  I 
knew I could look forward to hours of dreaming and picture-making, sometimes with others but often by myself.     
 
We always hear that God did not create a black and white world.  Not all of the colors in a crayon box are bright 
and cheery some are dull and dark.  As I thought about it, the whole crayon experience, took on a new form of 
SPIRITUAL ATTITUDE.   Look at the box of colors again and you will see the colors of hope, love, compassion, 
empathy and understanding.   God created a rainbow of colors for us to design our dreams, our goals, and our 
SPIRITUAL ATTITUDE around.       
 
It is with great hope that we grow wiser to handle challenges of the world as we understand our SPIRITUAL 
ATTITUDE with the help of our CRAYON world of colors.     
 
Is it time for YOU to open a new box of SPIRITUAL ATTITUDE CRAYONS? 
 
RED symbolizes:    Action, confidence, courage, Jesus Blood shed for us 
PINK symbolizes:   Love, beauty, energy, Mary’s Motherly Smile 
BROWN symbolizes:                Earth, order, growth, Jesus Sandals – Footprints in the sand 
ORANGE symbolizes:               Vitality with endurance, Family unity and love 
GOLD symbolizes:    Wealth, prosperity, wisdom, Crown of Glory and might 
YELLOW symbolizes:             Wisdom, joy, happiness, intellectual energy, God’s perfect light 
GREEN symbolizes:  Life, nature, fertility, well being, renewed life in Jesus 
BLUE symbolizes:    Youth, spirituality, truth, peace, Baptismal Water 
PURPLE symbolizes:                Royalty, magic, mystery, Cloak of Majesty wrapped around us 
INDIGO symbolizes:                Intuition, meditation, Agony in the Garden / prayer 
WHITE symbolizes:    Purity, cleanliness, Confession of Sins 
BLACK symbolizes:    Death, earth, stability, our Sins – Our God knows all 
GRAY symbolizes:    Sorrow, security, maturity, God’s help with the challenge of life 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 
____________________________________ 
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Thank you to all of you who sent in entries for the education contest.  There 
were so many great entries to choose from in all of the categories the judges had a hard time selecting the win-
ners.  Unfortunately there were a couple of entries that had to be disqualified for not following the rules.  The rules 
are very specific and if not followed exactly have to be disqualified.  Here is just a little bit of information about the 
process of the education contest.  First, the local Catholic Daughter courts hold an education contest.   After the 
entries are judged the first, second and third place winners from the local court get sent to the state education 
chairmen.  Second, the entries that are sent to the state education chairmen are judged.  After being judged at the 
state level, the first, second and third place winners are then sent to the national education chairmen.  Third, the 
entries are then judged at the national level.   Please make sure to read the directions very carefully for next year 
and if you have any questions do not hesitate to call me, and I will be happy to help answer any questions.  I look 
forward to seeing more great entries next year.   

Education Contest Winners 2008 

Art 
Division 1: 
1st Place- Chloe Hourdequin, Santa Maria #1079 
2nd Place- Serena Doubleday, Santa Barbara #293 
Division 2: 
1st Place- Alexis Harris, Our lady of the Visitation #1890 
2nd Place- Zach Haynes, San Ysidro #1507 
3rd Place- Audrey Engel, Our Lady of Wisdom #2392 
Division 3: 
1st Place- Samantha Misslbeck, Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
#1402 
2nd Place- Jesslyn Elizabeth Hosier, St. Malachi #2360 
3rd Place- Ashley Bennett, San Ysidro #1507 
Poster 
Division 1: 
1st Place- Michal Rose Lee Chrissakis, St. Francis of Assisi 
#1652 
2nd Place- Joseph Mac O’Brien, Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
#1402 
3rd Place- Shaun Michel Asher, St. Joseph #1410 
Division 2: 
1st Place- Madeline O’Brien, Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
#1402 
2nd Place- Dakota Jackson, Santa Barbara #293 
Poetry 
Division 1: 
1st Place- Erica Flojo, Santa Maria #1079 
2nd Place- Maximilion Mallari, Our Lady of Shasta #2312 
3rd Place- Ashley Olson, St. Francis of Assisi #1652  
Division 2: 
1st Place- Samantha Lorenzo, San Ysidro #1507 
2nd Place- Ariana Garcia, Our Lady of Fatima #1387 
Division 3: 
1st Place- Lauren Coleman, Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
#1402 
2nd Place- Carey Grubb, St. Francis of Assisi #1652 
 

Essay 
Division 1: 
1st Place- Diana Marie Pasternak, Santa Barbara #293 
2nd Place- Diane Menardo, Our Lady of Wisdom #2392 
3rd Place- Marisol Reyes, Our Lady of Shasta #2312 
Division 2: 
1st Place- Jordan Holmes, Our Lady of the Visitation 
#1890 
2nd Place- Samantha Lorenzo, San Ysidro #1507 
3rd Place- Marie Aguinaldo, Santa Maria #1079 
Division 3: 
1st Place- Alex Lee, Our Lady of Shasta #2312 
2nd Place- Danny Smart, Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
#1402 
3rd Place- Jennifer Mendenhall, St Francis of Assisi 
#1652 
Computer Art 
Division 1: 
1st Place- Quinn Vu, Santa Maria #1079 
2nd Place- Jacy Anne Cesar, Our Lady of Wisdom 
#2392 
Division 2: 
1st Place- Daniel Mendoza, Santa Maria #1079  
2nd Place- Anna Raspo, Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
#1402 
Music 
Division 2: 
1st Place- Madeline O’Brien, Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
#1402 
2nd Place- Jessica Campbell, St. Francis of Assisi #1652 
Photography 
Division 2: 
1st Place- Ryan Olsen, St. Francis of Assisi #1652 
2nd Place- Delanie Dryden, San Ysidro #1507   
3rd Place- Nella Varni, Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
#1402 
Division 3: 
1st Place- Amelia Varni, Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
#1402 
2nd Place- Zack Clark, St. Malachi #2360  

ANGELA KILLIAN 
 

STATE CHAIRMAN 
EDUCATION 



Lil Draxler 
 

State Chairman 
Leadership 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas is a distinct organization founded on ceremony and order.  Our image is powerfully 
reflected in the protocol we practice.   Therefore, rules of etiquette in ceremonies and observance of accepted practices are im-
portant. 
 
These highlights are the basis for the proper protocol which should be exercised in every Court.  Continuity and preparation 
make for a smooth process.  Courtesy demonstrates diplomacy, dignity and social decorum of the organization. 
 
I. CHAIN OF COMMAND:  A. Court Regent; B. District Deputy/State Representative; C. State Regent; D. National Supervi-

sor; E. National Regent 
 (Sequence is followed on ALL levels.  Members and Officers are required to make contact according to chain in order 

to insure respect and smooth procedure.) 
II. MEETINGS: 

A. Regent:  1. Stands when conducting meeting; 2. Exercises command of meeting with prepared agenda and concise 
explanations of State/National affairs; 3. Introduces visitors, prospective members and any dignitaries to mem-
bership.  Be certain members are made aware of who the visitors represent and include pertinent information 
beneficial to the Court; 4. Each officer should know the proper order of all business. 

B. Officers/Chairmen:  1.  Rise when giving reports to assembly 
C. Members:  1. Rise to be recognized and addressing the Chair; 2. A member should always rise to make a motion or 

to address the group; 3. The Regent need not rise to recognize a member; 4. When making a motion, one should 
say “I move that” instead of “I make a motion that”; 4. A motion must be approved by a second person saying, “I 
second the motion”; 5. Recognition from the chair is not required to a second a motion. (This rule is true in most 
cases; however, some larger, more formal groups do require recognition for seconding a motion.); 6. A nomina-
tion doesn’t require a second; 7. If there is a motion before the house, no other motion can be made except: a) to 
adjourn; b) to table; c) to move the previous question; that is, to end the discussion and bring up the motion for 
vote; 8. A member may rise to a point of order; that is if a member observes the violation of a rule; he or she 
may rise, secure recognition and state the point which is out of order. 

D. All:  1. Stand for prayer and flag salute; Visitors/Guests:  1. State/national Officers or District Deputy/State Repre-
sentative are escorted to Officers table; 2. In absence of Chaplain/Spiritual Advisor, the State/National Officer or 
District Deputy/State Representative (if present) invited to lead prayer. 

III. SPECIAL FUNTIONS:   
A. Head Table: List, according to rank, all dignitaries attending.  Toastmistress is seated to left of lectern.  Highest 

ranking person to right of lectern then using the “rule of thumb”, seat alternately, right to left, according to rank. 
(Clergy, National Officers, State Officers, Keynote Speaker, District Deputy/State Representative, Banquet 
Chairman, Regent, Public Officials) 

B. Introductions:  
I. Head Table; a) Introductions are made from left to presiding Officer then from far right to podium, ending 
with highest in rank or speaker; b) Introduce guests SEATED at the head table or dais.  The table in not intro-
duced; c) Speakers are called on when appropriate in the program- not at time of introductions 
II. Presenting Hierarchy; a) “Your Excellency, Archbishop/Bishop (Name), it is my privilege to present to you, 
the Catholic Daughters of the Americas”; b) Your Eminence, Cardinal (Name), it is my privilege to present to 
you, the Catholic Daughters of the Americas”; 
III. Other Functions; Start introductions with lowest rank present ending with highest in rank 

C. Speakers: 1) Highest ranking representative from National/State are called upon to speak.  All other National/State 
Officers are introduced only; 2) IMPORTANT – MICROPHONE AND LECTERN SHOULD BE PROVIDED 
FOR SPEAKERS; 3) Order of Speakers – begin with lowest ranking proceeding to highest ranking National and/
or State Officer to be called upon.  Prepare a brief informative introduction for each.  Principal Speaker should be 
the last to be called upon.  Introduction consists of background, interesting facts, brief biography, ending with title 
and name of speaker. 

D. Parliamentary Procedure:  It is very important to use Parliamentary Procedure and Protocol.  Ask yourself this 
question – Do you lead like Jesus, in Unity & Charity for the good of the order? 
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Forming Consciences of Faithful Citizenship advises Catholics that engagement in public policy is a moral and 
ethical obligation of our faith. We are called to look beyond the superficial and misleading tactics common to 
political campaigns. Deciding how we participate in public life, say the Bishops, is akin to how we 
decide right and wrong in our own life - we must develop a well-formed 
conscience. That requires good information and prayerful reflection. It is also a life-long process. 

Faithful Citizenship is part of a long tradition in the Church in promoting justice and the common good. How we 
relate to our communities, both near and far. is contained in the body of work known more commonly as Catholic 
social teaching. Scholars trace the modern development of our social teaching to the encyclical Rerum Novarum 
(Of New Things) written by Pope Leo XI11 in 1891. The Pope discussed the condition of the working classes 
brought about by the Industrial Revolution. 

Other encyclicals and letters followed, but still Catholic social teaching is often described as our "best kept secret."  
To make it more accessible, the U.S. Bishops have summarized the teaching into seven basic themes which are 
detailed in Faithful Citizenship: Life and Dignity of the Human Person, Call to Family, Community and Partici-
pation, Rights and Responsibility, Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, The Dignity of Work and the Rights of 
Workers, Solidarity, and Care or Gods Creation. A summary of Catholic social teaching is available as book and 
online. 

As the Presidential election nears, Catholics and all concerned citizens will be bombarded with hype, promises, 
accusations, and half-truths. That's why we owe it to ourselves to understand the foundations of our Church's 
social teachings. It will help us sort through much of the "information" we will be sub-jected to over the coming 
months. 

 DORIS LA RUSSO 
 

STATE CHAIRMAN 
LEGISLATION 

 

For many of us, this time of year is an ending and a new beginning.  We all, 
hopefully, have taken some time off our busy schedules and have opened our 
minds and thoughts to new experiences.  We as Catholic Daughters will now 

busy ourselves with new and fresh ideas.  We will, sometimes, find ourselves combining the old ideas 
with fresh outlooks, and, other times, we will try new roads not traveled before.  This is a time to encour-
age our courts to look not only inside ourselves but also all around us to further our objectives of Unity 
and Charity.  We, also, need to search out new members and new ideas to increase the grand possibili-
ties of the good works in not only our courts, but, also our church, our community and our world. 

 

 

Many courts wrote of their works with the poor, the youth, our schools, our churches, our clergy, our 
families, and even some courts joined in with other courts and other organizations, such as Knights 
of Columbus and Habitat for Humanity, to name a few, to be able to increase the volume of benefits 
provided and/or the beauty of the celebration.  One court even talked of a member moving to a dis-
advantaged country and how they even have given continuous support through her to the people 
she is now working with.  Remember, God said, "Whatever You Do To The Least Of My People, 

_________________________________________ 
Page 10 Vol. 24, No. 5 Summer/Fall 2008 

LaVerne Gomes 
State Chairman 
Quality of Life 



 Madonna  
Manor 

Agnes Leonardich 
President  

Madonna Manor has a contest going this year!  We are asking every Catholic 
Daughter to purchase ONE ticket @ $10.00!  If every member bought only one 
ticket, the Manor would   be able to assist any woman who needs a retirement/
assisted living home! Even if members know they will never be able to live here 
in California, what a wonderful charitable way to assist our sisters who do want 
to reside there! 
 
If you want a brochure of the manor or would like to purchase a ticket for 
$10.00 please write to me : Agnes Leonardich, 44 Madonna Dr., Salinas, CA 
93906) or email me at agnes@leonardich.com.  Your ticket will be in the return 
mail. 
   
The drawing will be on Dec. 8th, 2008, and the first prize winner will get 
$5,000.00!  The second place winner, $1,000.00 and the third place winner, 
$500.00. 
 
God bless you all! 

To see a smile on a child's face or receive a thank you from someone in need cannot only make us 
feel good, but it can also encourage others who see our works or receive the benefit of our works to 
go out and do likewise where they see the need.  I encourage all of our members to participate in 
your court projects, stimulate new ideas and help bring in new members so that the good works of 
our Catholic Daughters of the Americas can grow and multiply and we can help make our world a 
better place as God intended. 

Raising someone's Quality of Life is not only doing God's work, but also it enriches our lives and can 
be the most rewarding work we can do.  But, always remember to start with yourselves and your 
families.  Charity does begin at home.  When all is well within yourself, then finding time to  help oth-
ers becomes easier and more rewarding.  
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT: Mary Bernard 
 
Everyone once in a while we meet someone who puts their heart and soul into everything they do.  CDA is fortu-
nate to have just such a person actively serving our wonderful organization in Sylmar, CA.  Her name is Mary Ber-
nard. 
 
Mary is a generous soul who loves CDA.  She has been a member since 1995 when Court Queen of the Americas 
#2418 was instituted in Sylmar.  From the first informational meeting she has taken our motto of Unity and Charity 
to heart and actively made CDA a priority in her life.  She began as the Charter Regent with a tiny court of 17 
members.  Within a few years their membership swelled to over 50 members and is an active and thriving part of 
St. Didacus Parish.    
 
Her cheery smile and can do attitude have led many to rely on her help over the years.  She has held several posi-
tions in her court and has been a District Deputy for several courts.   Whatever event she participates in she gives 
110% and does it with a smile.   
 
She is also very involved in her Parish, serving as a Eucharistic Minister and as a Lector.  Along with her husband 
Ed, who is active in the Knights of Columbus and Toastmasters, she has a busy schedule but is always available to 
help at Parish events.   She can often be found serving coffee and donut after Masses, or at the Annual Fiesta in 
the Sweetery Booth or at the Lenten Soup kitchen serving up dinner with a smile.   
 
CDA is truly blessed to have active and dedicated members like Mary.  That is why she deserves the spotlight. 
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                                                SPOTLIGHT 
                                                                Patricia Warmerdam, Charter Member 

                                                         Court St. Gerard #1958 
 

Pat was a young 27 year old mother of five when Court St. Gerard was instituted in 1966.  She and her husband, 
William Warmerdam, had a total of eight children; three of whom are deceased.  They are the proud grandparents 
of seventeen grandchildren.  Pat and her family now live in Aptos, California, but she has kept her membership in 
Court St. Gerard and has kept in touch with members of that Court. 
 For more than ten years, Pat has been making rosaries, crocheting baby wrap shawls and knitting caps. 
 She has made over a thousand rosaries that have been sent to missionaries around the world.  She, along with 
a person she is teaching to make rosaries, just made 250 World Mission Rosaries for the Right to Life group. 
 She has crocheted over four hundred baby wrap shawls.  These shawls are donated to local hospitals for new-
born babies of needy families.   
 Thru the Church Women United Organization, Pat has knitted over five hundred caps which are distributed to 
bareheaded, cold and homeless people who need them. 
 And now, she has taken on another project – knitting caps for children who have surgery for cleft-palate.  
Word got to Pat via Gena Ericson, a registered nurse with the Peace Corps in India, to Gena’s aunt, Elaine Price in 
Tulare, to a CDA member, Mary Wiedeman, then on to Pat in Aptos that India and in the Middle East countries, 
there is a high incidence of children born with a cleft palate.  “Project Smile” is a group of volunteers who fly to 
India and the mid-east countries to operate on the children with cleft palates.  The surgery is done in cold rooms 
and the babies lie on cold tables.  The caps along with a small stuffed animal are sent home with the baby.  Pat has 
just finished knitting four dozen baby caps which have been sent to India. 
 Pat also finds time to be active in her church.  She is a Minister of Communion and a Lector at the Resurrection 
Church of Aptos.  She and her husband attend Mass every morning and she belongs to many prayer groups. 

SPOTLIGHT-Rosemary Morgan 

Rosemary Morgan is a member of Court St. Malachy #2360. She joined Catholic Daughter in 1998 and has 
been a very active member. She takes care of our prayer chain, very active in our renew program, helps at all 
functions, crochets hats for Apostleship of the Sea, makes our baby blankets (we give each baby a year or 
younger a baby blanket when they are baptized-older children receive a rosary or book) bakes for all events, helps 
our telephone committee and she was recording secretary for 2006-08.   She would like to stay on as an officer, 
but the time has come when she will be moving to her daughters. (2hours away), She will still be in our court, but 
the distance keeps her from being an officer. She supports CDA all the way. Rosemary is SPECIAL. She is handi-
capped - on a walker all the time- yet she does not know the word no. She is an asset to our court and we can 
never THANK her enough for the good she does. God bless you Rosemary. 
 
Officers and members of Ct. St. Malachy #2360 
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Theresa V. Dutra 
June 16, 2008 

 
100 Years Old 

She has been a member of CDA, Ct #686 for 60 
years. Theresa was born in Spain. She immigrated to 
the U.S. when she was 4 yrs. Old. She was raised in 
the San Joaquin Valley, her father having a dairy. 
She moved to Salinas in 1929. Here she met her hus-
band Al Dutra and married him in 1930. Together 
they had 1 child, Barbara Jean. Theresa was a Girl 
Scout leader with 2 troops in the 1940’s.  She was a 
volunteer at Salinas Memorial Hospital for many 
years.  She has always been an avid reader, which 
she still enjoys. Theresa has 3 sisters and 1 brother. 
She has 2 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren, and 1 
great, great, grandchild.  

  HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    Virginia Chaides receiving 50 year pin                               
   Mabel Pence knitted preemie baby              from DD Rosemarie Thomson 
   caps for Sierra Vista Hospital                      Ct. San Luis Obispo #1162 
   Neonatal Unit  Mabel is 94, still 
   Drives to CDA meetings & church in 
   Her little Volkswagen Bug of 40 yrs. 

Katherine Stieger receiving       Ct. San Luis Obispo #1162 
60 year pin From Regent  
Rose Amaral. 
Ct. San Luis Obispo #1162 
 
 

Catholic Daughters busy making over 
200 enchiladas for fundraiser. 

They sold the enchiladas after the masses. 
Ct. San Luis Obispo #1162 
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  California Court Happenings 

 EVENTS 
 

Ct. Santa Maria #1079 
Spring Luncheon & Card Party 
Baby Shower $1,000. in clothing  for 
Marian New Life Office 
 
Ct. Immaculate Conception #1454 
BINGO-August 1 & 15th 
  
Ct. Sacramento #172 
Salad Luncheon & Fashion Show 
  
Ct. Guardian Angel #1520 
Tea Party 
 
Ct. Malachy #2360 
Tea Party 
 
Ct. John Paul II #2563 
Summer Salad Bar 
 
Ct. Stella Marie #1448 
Summer Salad Luncheon 
 
Ct. St. Raymond #2057 
Treasure Trove & Rummage Sale 
For Bishop’s Burse 
 
Ct. St. Angela #1532 
Summer Salad Luncheon 
 
Ct. St. Gerard #1958 
& St. Alaysius Knights of Columbus 
Scholarship dinner for  
Graduating Seniors 

STATE NEWS 

Congratulations to the  
2008 Scholarship Winners 

 
Daniel Villarreal-$1,500. 
Sponsored by Ct. St. Anne #2517 
 
Jill Pestana-$1,000. 
Sponsored by Ct. St. Malachy #2360 
 
Magdaline Strong-$750. 
Sponsored by Ct. Whittier #519 
 

Congratulations to the  
2008 State Drawing Winners 

 
1st Place—Dorothy Subert $2000. 
2nd Place-Eva Fong $1000. 
3rd Place-Toby Muehlich $500. 
 
Fresno Diocese/Bishop Burse Luncheon 
 
Sunday, September 28, 2008/12 Noon 
At the Tulare Senior Community Center 

in Tulare. Cost is $25. per person. 
 

California State Cookbook 
There is still time to send in a recipe 
for the cookbook. Remember, all pro-
ceeds will go to Habitat for Humanity. 
The deadline is September 30. 
Please send recipes and names by 
mail, e-mail or FAX to : 

Roseann Ruffini 
5020 Pinto Place 
Norco, CA 92860 

FAX 951 736-0559 
E-mail: rruffini@earthlink.net 
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To The Editors of Court Newsletters 
If you would like any Court news included in the 
Golden State Tidings Newsletter please send them to 
me by e-mail or U.S. mail and I will be more then 
happy to include them. 
Mary Silva 
10350 Baseline Rd., #49 
Alta Loma, Ca 91701 
E-mail buttercupmary01@aol.com 

San Luis Obispo #1162/8 New Members 
Maria Teresa Duffau 
Alexandra “Deedle” Whitcher 
Eusebia Lopez 
Magdalena Monterrosa 
Cari Keane 
Maria Loiveira 
Estella Pittman 
 
Ct. St. Basil the Great #2525 
6 New Members/1 Renewal 
Peaches Bustos 
Olivia Manasan 
Rose del Rosario 
Fe Hernandez 
Erissamae Olandria 
Sarah Montoya 
Alice Calipes 
 
Ct. Holy Innocents #2446/1 New Member 
Jasmin Espinoza 
 
Ct. St. Michael #1953/1 New Member 
Susan Nash 
 
Ct. Queen of the Americas #2418 
1 New Member 
Adriana Arquello 

California Court Happenings 

 Ct. Our Lady of Shasta #2312 
6 New Members 
Virginia Gee 
Shirley Gerhardson 
Evelyna Comacho-George 
Judy Franco 
Shawna Roberson 
Carol Roberson 
 
Ct. Immaculate Conception #1454 
3 New Members 
Amalia Lopez 
Lucy Cervantes 
Cindy Arellano 
 
Ct. St. Patrick #1644/1 New Member 
Elizabeth Ragsdale 
 
Ct. St. Theresa #1158/1 New Member 
Martha Vega 
 
Ct. John Paul II #2563/3 New Members 
Jhina Tabulina O’Brien 
Nadja Saliendra 
Margaret Cang 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

PATRIOTIC MASSES 
Arch Diocese of Los Angeles-July 4 
Diocese of San Bernardino-July 5 

Diocese of Oakland-July 6 

PRIEST APPRECIATION DINNERS 
Ct. St. Mary Margaret #1450 
Ct. St. Francis of Assisi #1652 

Ct. Holy Innocents #2446 
Ct. Guardian Angel #1520 

Ct. Sacramento #172 
Ct. Our Lady of the Miracles #1701 

FORMAL INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
St. Catherine #1378 
St. Michael #1953 
Our Lady of Providence #1771 
Our Lady of Victory #1344 
Fresno Diocese 
Ct. Santa Maria #1079 
Oakland Diocese 

Ct. Whittier #519 
Ct. Queen of Heaven #1636 
Ct. Mariar #1669 
Ct. Compton #942 
Ct. St. Bernardine #1557 
Guardian Angel #1520 



Telvira Borba Guilherme 
August 7, 1936-July 3, 2008 

 

Always And Forever 
In Our Hearts 
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